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Trial and Torture
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Since God has so generously let us in on what he is doing, we’re not about to throw
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up our hands and walk off the job just because we run into occasional hard times. We
refuse to wear masks and play games. We don’t maneuver and manipulate behind the
scenes. And we don’t twist God’s Word to suit ourselves. Rather, we keep everything we
do and say out in the open, the whole truth on display, so that those who want to can
see and judge for themselves in the presence of God.
If our Message is obscure to anyone, it’s not because we’re holding back in any way.
No, it’s because these other people are looking or going the wrong way and refuse to
give it serious attention. All they have eyes for is the fashionable god of darkness. They
think he can give them what they want, and that they won’t have to bother believing a
Truth they can’t see. They’re stone-blind to the dayspring brightness of the Message
that shines with Christ, who gives us the best picture of God we’ll ever get.
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Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we’re proclaiming Jesus Christ, the
Master. All we are is messengers, errand runners from Jesus for you. It started when
God said, “Light up the darkness!” and our lives filled up with light as we saw and
understood God in the face of Christ, all bright and beautiful.
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If you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry this precious
Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives. That’s to prevent
anyone from confusing God’s incomparable power with us. As it is, there’s not much
chance of that. You know for yourselves that we’re not much to look at. We’ve been
surrounded and battered by troubles, but we’re not demoralized; we’re not sure what to
do, but we know that God knows what to do; we’ve been spiritually terrorized, but God
hasn’t left our side; we’ve been thrown down, but we haven’t broken. What they did to
Jesus, they do to us—trial and torture, mockery and murder; what Jesus did among
them, he does in us—he lives! Our lives are at constant risk for Jesus’ sake, which
makes Jesus’ life all the more evident in us. While we’re going through the worst, you’re
getting in on the best!
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We’re not keeping this quiet, not on your life. Just like the psalmist who wrote, “I
believed it, so I said it,” we say what we believe. And what we believe is that the One
who raised up the Master Jesus will just as certainly raise us up with you, alive. Every
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detail works to your advantage and to God’s glory: more and more grace, more and
more people, more and more praise!
So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like
things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day
goes by without his unfolding grace. These hard times are small potatoes compared to
the coming good times, the lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here
than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the
things we can’t see now will last forever.
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For instance, we know that when these bodies of ours are taken down like tents and
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folded away, they will be replaced by resurrection bodies in heaven—God-made, not
handmade—and we’ll never have to relocate our “tents” again. Sometimes we can
hardly wait to move—and so we cry out in frustration. Compared to what’s coming,
living conditions around here seem like a stopover in an unfurnished shack, and we’re
tired of it! We’ve been given a glimpse of the real thing, our true home, our resurrection
bodies! The Spirit of God whets our appetite by giving us a taste of what’s ahead. He
puts a little of heaven in our hearts so that we’ll never settle for less.
That’s why we live with such good cheer. You won’t see us drooping our heads or
dragging our feet! Cramped conditions here don’t get us down. They only remind us of
the spacious living conditions ahead. It’s what we trust in but don’t yet see that keeps
us going. Do you suppose a few ruts in the road or rocks in the path are going to stop
us? When the time comes, we’ll be plenty ready to exchange exile for homecoming.
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But neither exile nor homecoming is the main thing. Cheerfully pleasing God is the
main thing, and that’s what we aim to do, regardless of our conditions. Sooner or later
we’ll all have to face God, regardless of our conditions. We will appear before Christ and
take what’s coming to us as a result of our actions, either good or bad.
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That keeps us vigilant, you can be sure. It’s no light thing to know that we’ll all one
day stand in that place of Judgment. That’s why we work urgently with everyone we
meet to get them ready to face God. God alone knows how well we do this, but I hope
you realize how much and deeply we care. We’re not saying this to make ourselves look
good to you. We just thought it would make you feel good, proud even, that we’re on
your side and not just nice to your face as so many people are. If I acted crazy, I did it
for God; if I acted overly serious, I did it for you. Christ’s love has moved me to such
extremes. His love has the first and last word in everything we do.
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A New Life
Our firm decision is to work from this focused center: One man died for everyone.
That puts everyone in the same boat. He included everyone in his death so that
everyone could also be included in his life, a resurrection life, a far better life than
people ever lived on their own.
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Because of this decision we don’t evaluate people by what they have or how they
look. We looked at the Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We
certainly don’t look at him that way anymore. Now we look inside, and what we see is
that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is
gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it! All this comes from the God who settled the
relationship between us and him, and then called us to settle our relationships with each
other. God put the world square with himself through the Messiah, giving the world a
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fresh start by offering forgiveness of sins. God has given us the task of telling everyone
what he is doing. We’re Christ’s representatives. God uses us to persuade men and
women to drop their differences and enter into God’s work of making things right
between them. We’re speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with God; he’s
already a friend with you.
How? you ask. In Christ. God put the wrong on him who never did anything wrong, so
we could be put right with God.
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